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4 Here. need. no other Guin 1 recomend, and 
Þ84dte the Menoory.of MR agar ger ew 
.\ the Merits, of her:\Lifag- «bang hard "rm 
think: the World, ſhould forget fo _ 's Oey: 
long as . any ſenſe of \Pegy or Graituds congimues an -isn (on. 

| Bug. ſince) 307. Ladyjhipy, and gout AbbnonrableRelgniog; inf © + 
pleas'd to command, .. my poor. Mite if Dead de12/WA rewards that 


jous End, 1 am, neither 0 dj e the y nor... —_— 

bu.o, ny \Ohbediewce iy* b ' "ye M awd 9 A 
as for the D iſproportion the Famal.t 

Peruſal muſt be found, to Carry to the dignity of the | fare ic 

would be Varity nt "mit, "to attempt any thing of Apology for his; 

being , (#1845) he nel Japon Ho oa more could be 
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"aaie'f The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
1 doubt, there are few Perſons, who ſurvive, ſo good, bu i 
dvour, -£0-come-4s-near-the Life-of - the- Honourable 
d, us tha daay, they might be better. And indeed, when 
/al , the mo wal Method to: tfanſmit the Pertues of fo 
| lu e an | Evens le to her Poſterity, is not ſo much to write, gs to 


FR ehither:4, Jn hich re/pe8R yout Ladyſhip is ko 
'.,, aff natura|, a and lively Tranſcript ;, who have been als 
{ag known { Tive ſo, ar-well to imitate; as to honour fo truly 
|  Greatun, Lani Pr Sante - nd it muſt | bi amfeſi din fo 
' vet by, on. your Ladyſhip will make the greateſt Recom- 
ik bs la he for os La of Excellent ca Per ſon; by ma- | 
_— ſelf ' as Great, and Good, as She was. | 

will pleaſe, "to: take y as it is intended, not to 
conſtant Jucee s m that Vertiious and br a | 
; your! gym \julicions Chojc , " as well as ſo Dea 
"along induc'd you to purſue: And as mw perfef | 
ompliſhments in that "way ; 'T mean, m the way of Vertue and Þ 
Rey, ve inde th Hite Fac yow Lab/hp wm | 
in: this fade Heaven: \ So: next" to that, if your 'Ladyfhip | 
[4 why; Jour Acceptance of this, and the Continuance of your , 
' | Favour to bim, the bunbly offirs wort og. | 
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"A. Funeral. Sermon: 
"Onthe DEATH of the Right Honourable, | 


The Lady | Vi ſcountſ; DeaughrGhpimgrIdeley 


Numb. xxili. \ 10, 


Lint Dye the Death of the Righteous, and let by Laſt 
| End be like his. 


T: HE Reaſoning of Righteouſneſs, . and! of Judg* 


ment to.come, put wavering, Felix * into a Fit of *4 

Trembling : But the Death here of. the Righte» » 
ous conſider'd, puts a bad. Man into good Wiſhes, that his. 
Latter 'End might be like theirs; ' $0. true it is; that though. 
Religion, ' and Religious People are ſometimies'the moſt |. 
perſecuted and ridicul'd Things in the World amongft bad: 
Men, , yet when, once the wo of Men come, to:confider - 
ſerioully, and reaſon the Matter 34k true Wiſdoman- 
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well 


4 SERMON a the Dotth of the - | 
-well as-by her Children: And all good Men and Wo: 
-men will. at laſt. be. amis: d...1 40t 1rLLt” a. chat are ic 


W p © we af —_ —_ 
' wile, 25 to TEES UVTILC «< 


warvation, ANG MAtRE- 
gion and all good Chriſtiaris" fo "vigt 
this deſery'd Honour and Eſteem, is for no other Reaſon, 


but becauſe wicked and ungodly. Mea .(,whilt they. contis 
nue ſo), have indeed OT, 74 {we 


»to give 


© Life*, as'well as the Preachers of it, appear equally Fool- 
iſhnefs and a Jeſf-50 the; Nawral, and tothe. fintul Man ; 
becauſe the Tru is, ( as the Scripture ſpeaks) Men, whilſt 
hey walk in a vain hiddow, in"purkiit of their Vices, ail 
Pal. in the courſe of their Wickednels, * have no Underſtanding, 
'* but muſt be compar'd to' the Beafts that periſh. 

And that wicked Men do- put off-cheir Underſtanding, 
and Reaſon, before they can ſhake off the reſpect due to 
Vertue and Religion, is very plain and evident in the In- 
ſtances of ke wided:Diegbar Baldah: in the Text ; Who, 
-- for the Wages of Unniphteonſneſs, being'termpred to chrſe 
the righteous and innocent People of. God;' ran greedily 
(as St: Jude fays) and ſpurr'd it oh that euls'd) way;? oft 
the- Bruit:Braft was forc'd to! adirionifhs the blind Rider, 


6. 


of rhe Propher: 


nothing 


either God or good men their due, For indeed a godly - 


ahd *hr\diank df5-t25 the Texrhavit )'to/febuke the Madne{s 


Bir abew indeed, as ſoon axhe- dreaming” Offender -- 
*pen' dub" 6es;/: tor (ep/av ide Bid Error; wid the Chery! 
\ ofithevtrard] he preſebebyſiuy wirld ſet #h@reethbling; thas!: 
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kl "Unha 5 and Deftr ation was in the Wa fo ; 
het op Es coo'Af the fame time, 46 MY 
the 4 of fie aptighk Man only, that is *Peace. Afd! fee-'« Pal 
ing all this,” chis'rrue "ſcene 'of happineſs 6n the one hand; 
r5,0"ol as tertible ſje" of miſery od'the 'ocher; je js i 
wonder, that"che decliiing Old Sinner acfird ar! | to be 


happy ; thar'is, tharhe Bk Death, of the Righteous, 


and that bs Latter End 'mioht theirs. 

*Frotn 6 Words 1 5; San 7 'trefieir relacions; 
T ſhalt at preſent” nt el Kbroa ies Te kites 
Particulars :* - 


Firſt, 1 ſhall. Y Haw PR it is A all” Men. co 
deſire ro dye well, chough they bye never ſo wi_edy. 


Secondly, fhew; How ey oro wine if not im oli: 
ble Jt is wa Era "if _ 


. Then Thirdly, 1 ſhall fhew, What it is "_ to "or well, | 
and whit, ir is t6, wh «Well ? And lift of all pal Row, the. 
Application, ſaira c i the prefect Mourn ful Oc ET 


And Firſt me to'ſhew, How natural'it is for all Men, 
to-defire'ts dye well, thoty h they live never 6 Wickedly. 
ME fot x Man to'defire to' dye well! is i Ul an 
and eafie paſſage from Liſe T Death, and to be hap- 
PY 3 oy he Death, * And the deſire of both theſe is fo dice 


ug « dee 
- 


*Heds. " is appointed ) Come- once; to. dye 11. For. as Heres 09/Miha 


*1 Cor. the, Profane * Dipuers, \ this World, ralk.as they 
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| . able, and interwoven. in the Nacure and TE: p. 


Mao, .chat the very, worſt. 
unnatural,or ſo un ind to art be 


bur that all Men do as ne 


ed By in the Wor we! Liyez. and Con- 
verſations would at leaif F have, 0. hopes, nor fears 
of any: hinge 3,40; wi Ye, '2 Man 
neyer ſo great God a1 (cies, tis Carce pol- 
ſible any Man T0 be ſuppos'd Io great an' Enemy to 
himſelf, as to deſire to Dye "reckely, or to be miſerable 
after Death. M 

However, I ſay, great the Atheifts) may be HY are, or 
that have been, there could never fure in __ World be fo 
wicked a Fool as this, Who, will Here e hate Happineſs, 
becanſe he does not love Holi nd che, Truth: is, as 
mongſt the moſt profligate and the a ET Men, there 
is no ſuch thing as an abſolute Ath iſt, when Men (« # 


in the World, ; that knows certainly what his Soul was 


how it ſubſi ied, before it was united to the Bod ee let 
plea yr yer 
no Man-natura ly.Can. more certainty, W auolars 
dition his ny will be a (ou 1t_is ſeparated- from, 
Body. 


|; But if the Atheiſt will fy here; that after Death * 


ſpecially in theſe latter Ages, a moſt ſtrange and horrid way 
by Deo Wy 
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Soul will be nothing, but that it will ceaſe to.be.; by the A- 
theiſts leave, we. mult ſay, that this, is more; chan. the molt 
knowing Atheiſt in the World. can. pretend, . to know! cers 
tainly. And therefore ſince where there's no certainty, there 
will certainly be, doubts and ſcruples, eſpecially: in} this 
great Buſigeſs of Dying, and ſomthing that may be ,Ex- 
pected after Death ; It muſt neceſſarily follow, chat our of 
the meer principle of ſelt-Love to a Man's own well-bei 
every; where, where it.is poſſible for him to be, the verye 


- Infidel therefore, -tho' He does not Exprels it; yet in effect 


muſt be ſuppos'd at leaſt implicitly co deſire to dye the 
Death of the Righteous ; that is, to dye {o, as that he may 
be well after Death, and not miſerable. | 

For the truth is, the good Chriſtian, that lives a rightes 


ous, and a Godly Life, takes the ſafeſt and ſecureſt way, let 


what will happen after Death. 
Becaule..if there be an' Heaven (as all good Chriſtian's 


do believe there is) then the good Chriſtian, He is happy ! 


And if there be no ſuchthing, why then there is no harm 
done. | | 
Bur then as for the Atheiſt and Ungodly, it is not ſo with 
them.” For if there be an Heaven and an Hell (as there may 
be, for all che Fool 'has ſay'd in his heart to che contrary) 
why then the Ungodly Wretches are for ever miſerable and 
undone, becauſe they are damn'd for ever ! 

There is 1 know amongſt the Lew'd and Prophane, e- 


of ; 


4 SERMON on'the Death of the | 
of Dying, that in their Mirth and'jollity ſome Men love 


$ _— of, natnely, of dying hard; thar' is, in plain 
Enpliſh; of dyirig wittour any Fear or Apprehenfions ar' all 


. of either Heaven or Hell ! But whether ſuch vain Men do + 


really defire to dye ſuch Horrid kinds of Death, as they 


+ /Jove thus prophanely to talk of, is not [o certain. 


However, thus much is moſt evident, that every Man, 
chat lives in his ſenſes, and does no: dye out of E'm, de» 
fires to dye much otherwiſe; i For every Man” in 'his 
Wits would deſire to dye not fo much witti6ut the ſenſi- 
ble Belief, as withdut the fear and Danger of Hell and E- 
ternal Puniſhment ; From which horrid danger, no man 
can be ſure, that He dyes free, as long as it' is poſſible, 
there may be ſuch an horrid State and Cotfdition” after 
Death, unleſs indeed Men do take Care, to dye'the Death 
of the Righteous; and then, and only then' they can be 
ſaid, to be ſafe and ſecure , whether there be' any ſuch 
place of puniſhment or no. And indeed this*bare poſ- 
ſibility of there being ſuch a Thing as Ecernal Vengeance, 
and an Hell for the Wicked , is enough to make every 
man, that does not dye Raving Mad, or quite ſtupify'd, to 
defire to dye the Death of the Righteous ; to the end,chat they 
may be ſafe and ſecure, even as the Righteous are from the 
poſlibility of any ſuch Dangers. For indeed, right Reaſon 
as well as Religion, teaches Men to provide againſt all 
poſſible, as well as againſt all apparent evils, both in Rela- 
lation to this Life, and that which is to come, And _ 
re 
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- thar tho” all men do deſire it, yet it is improbable (if nor 
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fore it being allow'd on all hands at Jeaft, poſlible, that * 
there is both a *Reward for the Righteous, and a conſuming 7 
*kre for the; Ungodly. All men will "upon; chis Accoutit# 
be apt enough, when they come to. dye, to defire' the * 
better and the ſafer paxt. Becauſe tho* all wicked 'Men 
do hate Righteouſneſs, yet they cannot ſure be_ in love ; 
with the Wages of Sin ! For ® vain Men Love their 
finful pleaſures never ſo well : Yet I think no man was 
ever ſo farin Loye with his Sins, as to be willing tg/be 
dama'd for e'm.! —_— 

And this may be ſufficient, to prove the firſt particu» ' 
lar : namely, that All men do art leaſt deſire to dye well, 
tho' they live never ſo wickedly. Which brings us to the | 
next particular, , to be made good : wherein we are toſhew,' 


impoſſible) for Men to dye well, unleſs they live well. 
And indeed, for Men to expe&t to dye the Death with- | 
out |1'ving the Life of the Righteous, is to expe&, that. 
God ſhould be- that, which He never was, and He has 
ſaid, He never will be : namely, a *Reſpe&er of Perſons in *4 
iving that for Nothing to the Wicked, which is the pecy- 
Far 4 of the Righteous, v;z. The *hope of life in their «p 
Death. | "2 
Nay, it is fooliſhly to expect too, that God, the Righte- 
ous Judge, ſhould give the Crown of Life to thoſe wicked 
Men, who never took Care, to run the Race that was © 
ſet before ther, In ſhort, it is an Expe&tation, that im- * 


B 2 plys | 
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» plys the greateſt Unreaſonableneſs and Abſurdities! For 
fa it, is to Expe that God ſhould give the eternal Manſt- 
ons, and the Childrens Bread, ro Dogs. And that the un- 
clean Sinner, as well as the pure Saint, ſhould have equal 
Liberty to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
* . There is | know a very uſual, but a very unhappy ſay- 
; Ing, Wherewith too. many Men perſwade themſelves, to 
pur off the neceſlity of a good Life, and yet for all that 
ope, todye well, and that is by a late Repentance; which 
they ſay,” is never too late. And by this, they mean a Death» 
Bed Repentance : But then alas, let us not deceive our ſelves : 
For tho indeed a True Repentance is never too late ; Yet 
a Death-Bed Repentance, truly and properly ſpeaking, is no 
Repentance at all. For True Repentance; ts true ſorrow 
for fin, and as true Reſolution to Sin no more. But then, 
what does a dying Man's Reſolution ſignifi, to fin no more, 
when He is indeed not able, to fin any longer : Beſides, 
True Repentance, you know, requares Amendment and 
Reformation : But we know, that Reformation is the 
Work of a Man's whole Life, 'and not to- be finiſher in the 
Compaſs of a few dying Moments. And indeed, ſuppoſing 
all, that is poſſible co be ſuppos'd, a Death Repentance 1s 


ſuch a Repentance, and ſo feeble (alas!) and weak, like 
the dying Perſon that makes it, that it may be term'd a 
faint Jefire and wiſh, to repent, rather than a True Re- 
pentance. And ſhould God thus beſtow Heaven for a dy- 
ing wiſh, and Ecernal Happineſs for meer asking, the-que- 

. flicn. 
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tion would not be, who then could be ſay'd, but who then 
could be damn'd ! If the eternal Weight of Glory were fo 
cheap a thing, that well-wiſhing only upon. our Death 
Beds would be enough, to make the purchaſe of Salvaz 
tion, 
[-am not, I confeſs, for ſhutting the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven againſt Men, nor ior making the Narrow Way thac 
leads thither any ſtfaiter : But thus much, I muſt needs 
ſay, that infinite Mercy has chought fit, to. declare bur 
one Inſtance only of a Death Repentance ſufficient and 
good; Namely, in the Inſtance of. the Thief upon the 
Croſs, and that not without the Help of a Miracle, to 
make it ſo. And I muſt needs own, I do think, that 
nothing leſs than a Miracle of Mercy can make that Man 
dye a good Death, who has not liv'd a.good' Life. 

For after all, that Miraculous Repentance of the dying 
Thief upon the Croſs, is no more than- an: Argument, 
to diſſwade Sinners from hazarding their Salvation upon 
a- Death Repentance. And certainly ( as- the' Scripture 
ſpeaks) great and: mighty-is the Work of true Repene- 
cance! When with the Advantages of a good Life, the 
Righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved! And if, it be fo hard 
with the Righteous, where then can there be. any: hopes 
for the Wicked ? Or how is it poſlible, that thoſe Per- 
ſons, who all their Life time have liv'd: like Beaſts, ſhould 
hope to dye like Men, much leſs like Chriſtians! . And 
yet alas! Too many are. there, unhappy Wretches, that 

in- 
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in the worſt of ſenſes will believe againſt Hope; and 
though their Lives are lead in an open hoſtilicy and war 
againſt God, and all Goodneſs ; yet for all that, theſe men 
will hope ſtill, when they come to dye, chat they ſhall de- 
part in peace as well as the beſt, | 
And this indeed, by the way, may be ſaid to be the 
true and unhappy Reaſon, that Iniquity does ſo much a- <- 
bound amongſt us; and that though many even of the 
Righteous are dayly ſick and weak amoagft us, and mas 
ny ſleep; yet for all that, we do not ſee the Ungodly 
and the Sinner take any Warning at theſe things, or lay 'em 
to heart, as they ought. I ſay, from this deadly and de- 
ceitfal Root, does ſpring all that abundance of Vice and 
Immorality, that over-ſpreads the Lives and Converſations + 
of moſt Men ; and that becauſe Men do vainly hope, that 
they can well enough dye good Deaths, though they live 
never fo wicked Lives. And the Truth is, herein do we 
prove our ſelyes to be the fooliſh, as well as miſerable 
Sons of Adam ;. becauſe we firſt ſin, and then dye as he did, 
Reb. 3- becauſe of * Unbelief : I ſay, becauſe of our Unbelief. For 
'” Indeed, as our Firſt Parents did, ſo do we ; that is, we do C.. 
not heartily believe chat we ſhall dye, but that we ſhall 
live, though we fin againſt God, And as to this Matter, 
though God himſelf had ſaid, If ye fin, you ſhall ſurely 
dye : yet the Curſed Woman, becauſe ſhe would fain fin, 
and yet live too, will therefore believe the Devil, char ſaid, 
ſhe might fin and live, rather than God himſelf, who told 
her 
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her quite otherwiſe! And alas! We, the curſed Seed of 
the Woman! We, I ſay, that bave all of us in this. Caſe 
too much 'of the Woman, are too willing to, believe the 
Father of Lyes, when he tells us, that the practical Know- 
ledge of a little Evil can never keep us out. of Paradice. 
And thus, when the Chief Corner-ſtone of Belief is ſhaken, 
and unſettled, and Mens Hearts are not rightly eſtabliſh' 
in the Truth, ( as the Scripture ſays) How then is.it pro- 
bable, that Men fhould pay God the Homage of a good 
Life, or obey him, * in Whom they have not believ'd!- Soithat « ; 
after this Rate, we of the Miniſtry, in order to Salvation, ** * 
and Mens dying well, may preach up the neceſlicy. of a 
good Life, and good Works, as much as we-pleaſe; and 
it may be ( with Feſtus) Men may be ſo civil, as to come 
to Church, and give us the hearing. But then alas, the 
fooliſhneſs of Preaching is not likely to have any great-ef- 
fefs upon Mens Lives or Hearts, as long as wicked men 
are reſolutely poſſeſt of this vain Hope and Belief, that 
without Holineſs they ſhall ſee God; and that they can 
well enough hope to enter into Life, without being at the 
Trouble of keeping Gods Commandments.” 

"But then alas! Ic is not Uobelief only,but-it is as groſs Igs 
norance too, that keeps many Men from entring- into-the 
Courſe of a good Life, in Order to dye well. For indeed 
there are many Men, that ſome how or other content them- 
ſelves, to live all their Life long under the Diſadvantages 
of ſo much groſs Ignorance in Religion , and 'Spiritual 

S, 
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things, that (as the Scripture ſpeaks) they cannot tell whar 
to do to be ſavd: And ſuch Men as thele, inſtead of in- 
creaſing in the Knowledge of the Lord, and growing to 
perfe& Men in: Chriſt Jeſus, have ( as the Apoftle ſpeaks) 
always need of Milk ; that is, they are always untoward 
Children of diſobedience, .and your Babes in Grace! Having 
every thing of Children but their Innocence. ' Such men 
being-content, to be Novices. all their Life time in Religi- 
on. And have as much need, to be Catechiz'd on their Death 
Beds, as they had in their Cradles : They profeſs indeed 
a Faich, and are Baptiz'd into it, but have nothing alas, to 
ſhew for it, but the Name ! So that when the Miniſter comes 
to ſuch Men or Women upon their Death Beds, and there 
goes about (as it is his Duty ſo to do) ro Examine the dying 
Perſons ſtate and condition ; and upon what Terms at their 
leaving this, they hope to be receiv'd in the next World ? 
why alas! All the Anſwer, that many dying Perſons are a- 
ble to give upon theſe Occaſions, is only this ; namely, that 
they believe in Chriſt: And they hope, they have made 
their peace with God! But then it the Miniſter proceed, to 
ask E'm their grounds and Reaſons for all this : Or. the 
meaning of juſtifying Faith, and the Goſpel Repentance : 
Or how they underſtand, or have obſerv'd the Cpvenanr 

of Grace in Jeſus Chriſt 2 
Why alas! inſtead of anſwering you in any of theſe things : 
Or of giving (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) any reaſonable Aces 
count of the Faith that is in them , the poor departing 
| Wretches 
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Wretchies, will only ſtare :( as che'Plalmilt, in angther, cafe -- » 


fays ). and gape hpo9s). you, with their, \Mouths!.-Bur, alas, 
Beloved ; ot by. an- extraordinary, 5 6-h i 
we are apt to paſs the moſt favourable, Interpretatiqn up- 
en, the Deaths of, ſuch, poor, ignorant Perſons; ,and: ro-hope, 
that they. dye- in-the Lord : | Yerthis. isindeed. is far, roma 


the true Notion of living andof dying well! For indeed; he... Me 


effectual Knowledge that is able-to ſave a Maa in the hour 
of. Death; and in the day. of Judgment, is that only. true 
and ſaving Knowledge applyed to the departing Soul, viz, 
The Knowlgdge of Chriſt and him Crucified ! For this (as 
the Scripture ſpeaks) is the one thing neceſſary. This is 


Life Ecernal ( not to-be ignorant of ) but to, * Know the pnely;*Jot. 
True God, and bis Son Chriſt Jeſus |, And the Truth.is, up-. *' 


on the whole Matter, -it's a moſt horrid thing;to be:confi-, 
der'd, that Men-and Women both, , ſhguld :make it, their: 
chiefeſt ſtudy in this World, .to live. fafhionably, and ito, 
dye genteelly : And yet! in the mean time, that" ſo. few. 
ſhould make it their buſineſs, to leara the, Holy! Art of 
Living and Dying like crue Chriſtiaps!,. And. this leads us, 
to the Diſcuſſion of the third and laſt, particular: propos'd.. 
Wherein we are to ſhew, what it is truly to live well, and 
what-it is to dye well. . | = 

Now for a: Man «ruly olive, , and truly.to dye well, is, 
for him'to live up to the Profeſſion of his Religion, and to, 
dye in the ſincere Practice of that Religion, which he pro- 
feſſes. - For this, /as the. Scripture ſpeaks, is the. Surgm and: 


All of che Chriſtiag:Calling ;. namely, that, we ſhould ganz. 
C tinue 


« 
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> * tinue * Faithful anto Death, and then we may expe to re- 
- the Devil nope our firſt Parenrs in Paradice in perſwads 
ing 'em, that Man's happineſs conſiſted" nor in the doing, 
-- but-barely in the knowing of good. Bur Chriſt himſelf 
' -tlls us; that whatever good things we'know, we are not 
15 Hikely to be * haypy, unleſs ve do them. And the Trwh is, 
the Chriſtian Religion is the moſt ative, as well as the moſt 
: nice ſort of War and Buſineſs; whereby Men are'engaged 
not'to a& and fight againſt one another (as they do) bur 
co fight againſt themſelves : For the Chriſtian Life is indeed 
an holy Warfare, and a Man by the Grace of God, and the 
help 'of Religion, muſt live down his 'own wicked ſelf ; 
an the Chriſtian Souldier can never expe& to be at peace 
with God, till he has warr'd down, and deſtroy'd the whole 
body of Sin. "Indeed; che good Chriſtian may then be aid 
to: live; when he'FHives' unto the Lord : But thenno'man 
can be ſaid tolive unto the Lord, but he that dyes to Sin, 
Andin this Sence it might be, that good King David ſaid, He 
; was kill'd all the day long ; thar is (as St. Pan! ſays) He ated 
. aconftant Death upon himfelf in dying daily unto Sin : 'So 
that, then-it is that a man begins to live himſelf up-into 
a good Chriftian, when he has happily ont-liv'd his nas 
titral Corruptions, that made him a bad man. And thus 
the Life of the Chriſtian and the New Creature (as the 
Scripture ſpeaks) is form'd out of the Death- of the Old 
Man with his Deeds. And thus the good Chriſtians Life 
and Converſation may be ſaid tobe in Heaven, when _ 
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ſelf and- his * 4fettios are * thus intirely' Crucified tothe *6 
World! - I ſay wholly and intirely'Crucified ! For the good? 
Chriftian does not At that time only begin to- live ſoberly;; 
godly and righteouſly in this World, juſt then 'when he'ts'& 
dying and departing into the next, Neither does th& good) 
Chriſtian then only begin to "think of ſending for the'Pliy= 
fitian of the Sonl, when' there is no longer any'hop@lt 
che DoGtor of the Body. But' the good Chriſtian, -xo make 
the Evening Sacrifice of his Death acceptable ro God; he' 
cakes care all his Life long, ' to'offer uip* himſelf; and"his 
whole Body and Soul, a living Sacrifice unto' the Tistd ! 
Nor will this hearty and this holy Liver ever ceaſe mor- 
tifying and ſubduing both his Body and Soul, till he has tes 
duc't & brought down every proud and paſſionare, & every 
rebellious Thought tothe *Obedience, and' co the Will of phe 
God; ſo that the good and thorow-pac't Chriſtian, that is 
every way thus Religiouſly mortified, may without "the 
ſtrain of a Paradox, be ſaid to ontive his Death 3 For.this 
holy Liver and Dyer ( as-the Scripture fpeaks ) is already 
* paſs'd from Death to Life; ſince having dy'd orice titits'*:Jal 
ſin, Death has no more Dorfiinion over him Ando fade ** 
a Chriſtian as this cannot. be'ſs properly faid to dye;/'2s 
to lay down his Life onely, that he may rake it vp/#pain, 
To. put off what was mortal, «chat he may be-doath'd 
with Immortality. in 4 Word, che' good Chris Deatit 
is yet mnore than' Life-to hirti ; {for hereby he 'exchi 
Earth for Heaven, and lays down'the Life of 2 Man,” 
he may take up that of an Angel ! Y 
Ci3- » Bur 


PT Iran, 
Tots. FR 13 Hh 


"4. SERMON wn the Death of the | - 


'o | 'Bue whilſt I am thus. endeavouring to ſer before FR 
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4 : &ye&;:aScheme of Holy Living and Dying, a more adyan- 


it 


- tageous; and rene, Proſpe& of both, muſt, I am ſenſible, 


entertain, and prelent ir ſelf to the thoughts of all thoe, 


i that are/come hither, tro Celebrate the Memory and Me- 
| xs) of; chis. Great and Honourable /Perſons Lite, as well as 
*  attend- the Melancholy Solemanities. of her Funeral. For 


this. indeed. is/ what at once juſtifies and recommends the 
ule of, Preaching upon theſe Occaſions, when the Fang 


; 'Vertues of the Deceas'd are ſufficient to, make the clear 


Comment; upon the Text ; and” when the: Exemplary -Life 
of the Dead ſurvives; and yet ſpeaks, as the beſt proof of 
the Preachers Do&rin: Otherwiſe indeed a Funeral So- 


' lemnity, would in a. Literal ſenſe. be no .more than the 


- Dead burying their Dead! And a Funeral Sermon inſtead 
'of ſpeaking well of the Dead, might paſs for little. better 

| than @,Satyz both, upqn the, Dead and Living. But what» 
' EyEx, as a motive to. our Living well, has been here ſaid 


of the' Death of the Righteous, makes but a faint De» 


ſcription of this no leſs good than great Perſon, who moſt 


certaigly. liv'd ſo, | as to dye one of that bleſſed Number. 
And by ſo living; and dying, has indeed ef. behind her 
to Poſterity: ſuch a Legacy, and ſtock of vertues as few 
have 'd, but All, Iam ſure, are concern'd to imitate, 


and.,cqmmend!- That this is not, the { gognage. of Deſigns 
ance, All 


ing flattery, or a ſervile : erſons, wha 
had. the Honour of knowing Her Ladyſhip, will need. no 


. other 
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other Conviction, /; And; then, I am ſure, that they, who. - 


knew any thing of Her Lad yſhip's Temper and Qualis -. i 
fications, could not but larve thoſe degrees of meekneſls 


and humilicy | in her Life, - that could never, 'delign:a Pane- 4 


gyrick at her Death. And indeed,, that this meek./and good. 
Perſon. intended nothing, of Harangue in her Funeral Ser»: 
mon, is yet more evident from; the humble. Choice i ſhe. 
was plealed ro make,” of one the leaſt. qualify'd of her 
Servants to Preach it. So. that. not- pretending, 'here, -to 


praiſe. 2 Perſon, of whom, Every Body. ſpeaks well :, But . | 


to recommend the Credit and Ci of being. Ver- 
ruous from this great. Example of Vercue ; This muſt be 
ſaid, That whether it were by an Extraordinary Gift of na- 
cural teraper/ and, goodneſs : Or,. by. the, effects, of a no 
leſs ſingular and,;Religious Care and; Education ; ſhe: was. 
always known to be a. Perſon, that had an. abſolute Go- 
verament of her ſelf: - And withal ,of that diſcreet, PFs 
and obliging temper, that,,made her 'remarkable tl through. 
every ſcene, and.Condicior of her Life !.For if-we con» 
ſider her, /as a ſingle Perſon; or as a Wife Married into - 
and become the Miſtreſs of a great, and Noble. F; 1t 4 
I ay we. con{ider her, . as..the, happy; Mother of —_— 
and inthe State of her Widdowhood ; Orin the Rekations of: q 
boy corny, and Correſpondence ; in all theſe, ic 4 
t Truth be ſaid; ſhealways ang herſelf. = 
rec ” Ho. rable.. Reputation, and | Condu, that, ſhe .ap-+ | 
pear'd, to haye all the Vertue M4, > DN Ie | 
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feed, Think none, of the Vanities, or Imperſe@tions of her 
SEX! 


-* Tt is true indeed, the Happy, Attainments, and Govern- 
ment of. her ſelf in all theſe reſpe&s was owing to her - 
* Rtricke Obſervance of the Rules of. Vertue, and Prudence ; 
the bounds of which no Conſiderations whaeſgever could 
prevail with her at any time to Trangreſs. So that tho' 
her Table of Hoſpitalircy was conſtant, yee there was 
. Rifl a provident Eychad co frugaliry. And if her Friend- 

ſhip was open, and Free of Accels, yet it never went {6 

far, as to admit any thing of Riotous, or unſeaſonable, 
In ſhort, ſhe was a Perſon of an exatt Life, and Convers 

fation, without the affeQation -of Putitanical preciſeneſs, 
or rigid moroſeneſs, being eyer eaſy in her ſelf, and ne- 
ver troubleſome to others. And yer pnting 'on always fo 
much of Religious Gravity in her Converſation, as to ene 
courage Vertne, and diſcountenatice vice. © | 
One Thing, it muſt be confeſt, was peculiar in this greac 
Perſons CharaQer : Which is rarely to be found amongſt 
. that 'of Women, That as ſhe was a Perſon, who would 
never do, or ſpeak ill of any Body ; 'So ſhe would neyer 
hear, ar leaſt ' never believe any ill of her Neighbours, 
For ſhe was peed of a App Oy inclinable, to have 
a good-Opinioa of every Body of both ſexes,” except the 
looke *md*prophane. ppl was' indeed 'an' hey to 
none; unleſs -it- were to the Tarling Goſlippers (as S. Payl 
| [peaks) 


roy 
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and the Buſie-Bodies of her own. And yet. even - 
where ſhe: had Occaſion ſometimes to ſhewadiſ= - 
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like, ſhe did it always wich ſo much Candor and Mode- 
ration, that her ſevereſt Rebukes could not be call'd provok- 
ing. And.in Conſideration of ſo agreeable and juſt a Des 
portment through all ker, Actions, it my Lady (bolmondeley 
were,, as ſhe was indeed generally ſpoken of, as the happy - 
Perſon, who had not one Enemy, there is no doubt, but 
that Character was ina great mealure-as true, as it was pub- 
lick : Since without-queſtion, if ever any Perſon were ſo, 
it was ſhe, that. was ſo good, and inoffenſive, as never to- 
do any thing at leaſt willingly, to diſpleaſe eicher God, or 
Man. ' Neither ſhould it be thought a thing impoflible, to; 
advance humane nature to thele heights. of goodneſs & pet» 
fe&tion, when as the Scripture ſpeaks, Faith and a good 
Religion have their full work upon good Morals, and a 
vertuous. Mind, In which happy method that this Excellent 
Perſon compleated her Accompliſhments, by adding to-her: 
other Vertues the Beauty of Holineſs, is' very Evident; She - 
being indeed nor leſs eminently a good Chriſtian, than a; 
good Woman! For being early (enlible, thar the Glory of 
God, and the Good of. Mankind was the end, whereunco 
ſhe was: born, it was aboye all- things her care to live ſo, 
that ſhe might not dye without the: Accompliſhment of both 
theſe. And as ſhe wilely ;believ'd - Religion, and the 
Church could beft preſcribe the-ways of being,: and of do»  : 
ing good, fo ſhe-did not barely belieye, bur ly'd accord- 
Wg.4 


* 
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ing to'this Belicf ; "not accuſtoming herſelf (as roo many'do) 
- todiſplite, and talk down the Rehgious Inſtitutions of the 
Chitrch, becauſe they would be excus'd from the practice 
of *em"; nor exclaiming againſt the ſeverities of a Spiricu- 
al Life, becauſe they had rather live” after the Fleſh: Bur 
in all theſe things, making the will of Heaven that of her 
-own, 'in Obedience to that Will, ſhe heartily obeyed the Diſs 
cipline, as well as embrac't the Do&trines of the /Church, 
Evidencing this her Obſervance of both',” nor- in a. feyy 
fingle Acts now and then, bur in a conſtant courle of Piety --. 
and good Works ; ſo that for the health of the Body, and . 
good of the Soul, this Honourable good Chriſtian did always 
think it neceſſary, as the Church does, to faſt and pray 
often-at other times as well as in the Time of Lent. And 
becauſe this ſort of mortifying Religious Exerciſe muſt not 
be without it's Spiricual Food, to ſupport it ; therefore in 
all her Religious Intercourſes and Meditations ſhe had can- 
ſtant Recourſe to the holy Scriptures, where ſhe read des 
voutly and often, becauſe there the found the Book as 
well as the Bread of Life. Nor did the Cloſſer-Devotion 
Rob the publick Service of the Church of it's due : For 
as ſhe came conſtantly ro Church, becauſe (he beliey'd this 
is-no other than the Houſe 'of God ; {o ſhe always took. 
care-to come to Chunch [o, as to come time enough, /to 
joyn the Prayers of the-Church with her own:; becauſe 
ſhe/ was perſwaded, that God Almighty would keep his 
promiſe of being particularly there, where two. or three are 
gather'd 


- 
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ather'd together in his Name in_ the Houſe of Prayer. 
In fine, this Holy and Exemplary Liver, was not onely 


| 2 conſtant comer, and Worſhipper in the Temple, but ſhe 


came yet further ; and that not once a Year onely, but eve- 
ry Month ſhe came even to the Holy of Holies, and ſo was 
indeed a conſtant comer to the. Bleſſed Sacrament ; becauſe 
here too ſhe fed upon the Bread of Life, and not only fo, - 
but taſted and ſaw, how good and gracious her God was 
ia giving her freely the Cup 'of Salvation, and fo ſealing 
to her the Myſteries of her Redemption in' the Blood of 
his Son JESUS Chriſt! But when all this was done, ſhe 
thought her ſelf but an unprofitable Servant, in only coming 
ro Church to hear, if ſhe did not return home { as Abraham 
was) a Teacher of Righteouſneſs to her Family ; her great 
Concern for which (as of my own knowledge I can evi- 
dence) after the Performance of all her' own private and 
publick Deyotians, would not however ſuffer her to reſt 
ſatisfied, till ſhe had firſt by her Preſence and Example eb- 
lig'd and encourag'd all her Servants, to perform all their 
Chriſtian Duties ; becauſe indeed, ( with good Old David ) 
as it was this good Ladies Reſolution, to ſuffer no: wick- 
ed Perſon to dwell in her houſe, ſo ſhe could not believe 
that thoſe could make good Servants, who were not made 
to'ſerve God, as well as do their Maſters Buſineſs. - And 
thus his Excellent Perſon, being both at home and abroad. 

the ſame z_ that- is, in, the Church, - in her ſelf, and in-her 

Hagaily, devour and good ; cn to the Letter Pray-: 
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ing always, at leaſt always willing and ready to Pray : 
What in o:hers happens but ſometimes, might -of her be 


tru'y ſaid, that ſhe was at all times LOIEY diſpos'd, 


whoſe diligence in doing good, was indeed unwearied ; 
ie being ſtill a new Acceſſion of Pleaſure to the doing good 
her ſelt, to ſee that others did the ſame, 

But I am not ignorant, that hitherto I have been little 
better than a Remembrancer to a great part of this great 
Audience. -I mean, in the relation only of what concerns 
the more publick part of her Ladyſhips Chara&er. The 
Inftance of this, having ſtill (it may be ſuppos'd) amongſt 
you no leſs than the Evidence of a Cloud of Witnefles : 
Burt then, as to the great Light of this Ladies good Life, 


( which otherwiſe might have appear'd more unto Men ) « 


fo much of it by her humility was induftriouſly kept ſecrer 


and under a Buſhel, that much of her Demerits, particularly 


that of her Charity ( is I doubt ): never likely-ro be fully 
diſcover'd, till it be rewarded openly !' For indeed, as'Hu- 
mility and Goodneſs were the natural, ſo Charity was her 
Ladyſhips beloved Chriſtian Vertue, which ſhe kept and 
enjoy'd as her ſecret boſome- Delight: And yet ſo far this 
IS, 9g Love-<could not be hid; but'ithat when 
her Savioiir in any of his poor diſtreſſed Members was in 
Priſon, ſhe not only often viſited him there, but teleas'd 
-him thence : When too ſhg ſaw him deſtitute elſewhere; or 
| an hungry, ſhe gave him'to eat, ' and'if he- appeared any 

where naked likewiſe, ſhe was not aſham'd to take him 
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in, and to give him Raiment as well as Food. The reft 
indeed of her Charitable good Works, were, -it muſt be: _ 
own'd, done, as it were in darkneſs; and yet no leſs than 
to the ſupport of many poor indigent Families, that ro the 
publick ſhame might otherwiſe, perhaps, have Rtarv'd in 
private: And-as thoſe poor Wretches were always igno- ' 
rant 'of the Bountiful Hand that kept them alive, ſo did- 
they but now know of ber Death : Without doubr, the moſt 
convincing Eloquence, to ſer off the Worth of her Lady» 
ſhips Charity, would be heard in the Mournful Crys and 
Lamentations of thoſe poor Creatures, who in loſing] her, 
are like to find a {ad Loſs of. it! | 

Thus having according to my poor Abilities, repreſents 
ed to you the:Life, ſomething now. wonld be ſaid; as to * 
the Death of this'truly Righteous Perſon :/ Bur as:that pare * 
of this Subje&t is too Melancholy to be long dwelt upon, 
ſo I nauſt needs confeſs, That though my_.Attendance ups 
on her Ladyſhip,-plac'd me, it is crue, near enough ro0b- | 
ſerve the Noble Exerciſe of ner Patience and other Chriſtis - 
an: Vertues, under the tedious Diſcipline of almoſt Twelve 
Maaths Pain and Sickneſs; yet by no: means can-I pretend ? 
a Capacity, now; to relate: what I could only (ee;/ and:ad- 


' mire then;; Iris true indeed, being ſhe always thus exact» } 


ly liv'd the Life.of-the Righteous, it will eaſily be believ'd, - 
dan the dy nacocherae than ſhe liv'd : Bur then; Who! : 
is it: that! would: atrerhpr-@ particular Relation of all chings _ 
chat appear'd: Remarkable and Exemplary, - in. this -great - 

D 2 Perſons | 
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+ Perſons Death as well as Life, when indeed in both, al- 
moſt every thing was ſo ! However, upon the whole i 
may be ſaid, that almoſt from the firſt Approaches of her 
Hlneſs, ſhe had within her ſelf ſuch Apprehenſtons of her 
Change, that what ſhe did or ſaid-in this World, was lie- 
tle elſe, but in order to her Departure for the next ; ſo that, 
after having prudently diſpos'd alt her Temporal Afﬀeairs, 
and piouſly reſign'd her ſelf ro the Will of Heaven; tho' 
from the frequenc Intervals of a ſeeming Betterneſs, her 
* Phyſitians talk'd often of the hopes of a Recovery, yet 
would ſhe by no means put any Confidence in Man ; bur 
going ſtill on with her Preparations for Death, as one re» 
v'd upon nothing more, than to live ſo, as always to 
be fir to dye! Nor could her ſtricteſt Chamber-Confine- 
* ment, with the growing Incroachments of her Diſeaſe and: 
Weakneſs, abridge the Meaſure or Order of her Devotions ; 
that being conſtant and regular, perform'd with her whole 
Family twice a Day , out of the Publick Prayers of the- 
Church, and much ofcner out of other proper Helps 'of 
Devation;; whilſt the chief Refreſhment of her Soul and 
| Body was ſtill receiv'd by her every Moth, 'and ſontie- 
times oftoer from the Adminiſtration of che'ever-Bleſſed 
; Sacrament: And when from keeping. her Room, ſhe was 
reduc'd-to keep her Bed, the ſame Devotional-Courſe was 
* exaly continued as before ; ſo that in this Religious Or- 
| Yer, doing all things fit to be done, the happy Refle&ions 
ariſing from-hence, where no doubt, what enabled ber La-- 
+ dyſhip,. 


- 


: . 


Right Honourable the Lady Cholmondeley: 


dyſhip, to maintain ſuch Evenneſs of Temper, ſuch Calm- 
neſs and Patience under the ſevereſt Tryals of it ; nothing! 
Paſſionate or Querulous, being upon any occaſion to be 
forc't. from her, which was not very reconcileable with 
the moſt Chriſtian Mecknels and Reſolution : Infomuch, 
that ſhe might be ſaid indeed, to undergo her Excreant 
Pains and Agonies with much more Patience and Tem 
per, than could her Relations and others, that ſaw'her 
ſuffer *em. 
And even then in the laſt Extreamities, when the Earth- 
ly Tabernacle drew near to its Diffolution, (the uſe of het 
Senſe and Faculties however till happily continuing as at 
firſt) ſhe did not ſpend the ſmall Remainder of her Strength 
and Breath in fruitleſs Groans and uneaſy Complainings, bur 
in ſeaſonably adviſeing. others, to prepare for their Latter 
End, as ſhe did for her own ; not Lafering any Conve- 
nient Moments of her precious Time, to paſs without hears 
ing thoſe about her paſſionately pray for her, whilſt ſhe 
as devoutly 'pray'd forher ſelf; ſtill crying out in the Lan= 
guage of her Holy Mother, Lord have Mercy upon» me ! 
Chriſt have Mercy on me? Till: av laſt ſhe recommended 
her Spirit into his hands, that undoubtedly received: ic into- 
Mercy ! | 
And now, that being diſſoly'd ( as ſhe defir'd) ſhe: is- 
with Chriſt, which could only make this good' Chriſtians 
Fife” berter; Let us not mourn for her Joy, nor be ſorry, 
that ſhe thus happily dy'd that Death, which we _ o 
elire: 
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defire-to dye, if we would be happy ! For indeed, fince 
this truly great, and now happy Chriſtian has thus finiſher 
her Courſe, has thus liv'd and dy'd; leſs I ſay we cannot, 
and more we need not {ay of her than this; Namely, Thar 
happy was it, that ever ſhe was born ! Happy was it, that 
everſhedy'd! And Thirce Happy is ſhe, becaule ſhe is for 
ever happy after Death ! , 
Which holy Life, and as happy Death, may God of 
his Infinite Mercy Grant to all of us in his due time : 
To whom, with the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be aſcrib'd 
all the Honour, Power and Glory, &c. now and for | 
ever, Amen. | 


